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Our first trace of Jonson in the capacity of
scenario writer is in 1597, on December 3 of
which year Henslowe records in his so-called
Diary the loan to him of twenty shillings "Vpon
a Bocke wch he was to writte for vs befor
crymas next. . . wch he showed the plotte vnto
the company". Nothing further can be gleaned
regarding this play, and it is doubtful whether it
was ever written, but Fleay has somewhat rashly
assumed that the plot referred to was "bengemens
plotte" upon which, as Henslowe records on
October 28, 1598, Chapman had written "ii
ectes of a tragedie" (completed two months
later). This is to overlook the fact that there was
then such an office as that of scenario-writer, and
the assumption that Jonson had submitted only
one plot to the Admiral's Men is idle.
Keeping in touch with the players by accepting
commissions for the nice construction of plots
for other and more facile authors to work upon,
writing plays single-handed when he was vouch-
safed sufficient time to execute the task con-
scientiously, Jonson, though living from hand
to mouth, struggled on gamely. But he lacked
the spirit of camaraderie and his intellectual
arrogance aroused hostility in the ranks of his
fellow-workers, who, even after success had come